Resource List For Visually Impaired People

                           Related to Employment 
                                   Sept. 1, 2004

This document has been produced to outline sources of information for people who are visually impaired living in the Durham region.   The list is based on employment related needs, and is meant to educate people with visual impairments on the services that are available specifically to them.  Some of these services are provided locally, although people may wish to investigate those provided elsewhere in Canada, or in the United States.  
JAWS has been used to test the accessibility of all web sites.  The few websites marked “moderately accessible” or “inaccessible” may not present a problem to users of other screenreaders or magnification programs.
Information and research has been completed by Claire Valgardson and Pam VanEgmond – under VanEgmond & Associates.  Any changes or suggestions for additions should be forwarded to Pam VanEgmond

at pam.vanegmond@sympatico.ca
Permission is given for copying and distribution.
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 A. Employment-Related Sites in Canada
1. Ability Edge

http://www.abilityedge.ca
144 Front St. West, Suite 310, Toronto, ON M5J 2L7

Phone: 416-977-EDGE (3343) Fax: 416-977-4090 Toll-free: 1-888-507-EDGE (3343)

A Branch of the Career Edge Organization, Ability Edge provides internships to high school, college and university graduates with disabilities.  Internships are available in fields such as finance, marketing, human resources and computer science.

Very accessible, with an online registration form for the program and a list of online job postings which can be accessed after registration.

2. CNIB Employment Accommodation Network

http://www.cnib.ca/eas/index.htm
Kiera Keown

Employment Accommodation Consultant for Ontario

Phone: 416-480-7431 1-866-293-3819

This Canada-wide program assists visually impaired people in finding and keeping a job.
Linked to Workopolis job site, where you can post your resume for employers who are looking to hire someone with a visual impairment. 
Very accessible.

3. Durham Region Employment Network

http://www.dren.org/
22 King Street West, Suite 102, Oshawa, Ontario L1H 1A3

Phone: 905-720-1777 Fax 905-720-1363

This organization provides links to job sites for people with disabilities, publishes a newsletter, and has information about finding employment in Durham Region.

Very accessible.

4. Human Resources and Skills Development Canada (HRSDC)

http://www.hrsdc.gc.ca/en/home.shtml
Phone: 1-800 O-Canada  or  1-800-622-6232 TTY:  1-800-465-7735

HRSDC provides employment support for people with disabilities.  Job postings and links to Futures Career Information, and the Opportunity Fund.   For other  job-related websites, check with HRDC resource centres
Very accessible.

5. Employability Assistance for People with Disabilities

http://www.socialunion.gc.ca/pwd_e.html
The federal government’s initiative for the employment of people with disabilities.

Very accessible, with many links.
6. NRC Persons with Disabilities Employment Program - National Research Council

http://careers-carrieres.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/Careers/career_main.nsf/pagee/diversity.html
Employment opportunities in the National Research Council.  Employment in a highly skilled labour force, requires a university degree.
Very accessible.

7. Tapping the Talents of People with Disabilities, A Guide for Employers

By Ruth Wright, in partnership with the Ministry of Citizenship—Government of Ontario

www.conferenceboard.ca/pdfs/disability.pdf
This document gives the reasons why companies should hire people with disabilities and strategies for workplace accessibility; it also gives prospective employees with disabilities hints as to where to look for jobs.  This document is in .pdf format, and must be exported to text before it is fully accessible to JAWS.  You must have Adobe Acrobat 6.0.
Moderately accessible.

8. Workers with Disabilities

http://leadership.gc.ca/categories.asp?Sub_id=97&lang=e
A list of Internet documents published by the federal government outlining policies for the inclusion of people with disabilities.

Very accessible.

9. Online Abilities

www.onlineabilities.com/jobposting/dbshow/
A job site posting jobs available only to people with disabilities.  It also has internship postings.

Accessible, although the home page is not.
10. WORKink
http://www.workink.com
Three services available, employment for people with disabilities, employers who want to hire, and recruitment services for counsellors who are trying to find their clients work.  Offers resume writing tools, career counselling and interview skills training. Jobs can be sorted by province, and they cover the whole country.  

Moderately accessible, although the link list does improve accessibility.
11. Equitek, Employment Equity Solutions

http://www.equitek.ca/index.html
19 Alberta Avenue, Suite 100, Toronto, Ontario M6H2R5

Phone: 416-651-4904 Fax: 416-651-8610

An employment outreach organization committed to employment diversity; it has accessible links to Online Abilities’ job postings and internships, and allows job seekers to post their resumes online.

Very accessible.

12. Ministry of Community, Family and Children’s Services

Ontario Disability Income Supports – Ontario Disability Employment Supports (ODSP)

www.cfcs.gov.on.ca
1400 Hopkins St., Whitby, On L1N2C3

Phone: 905-665-1030 (Employment Supports) Fax: 905-665-1050

Single access to employment support for people with any type of disability.  Medical documentation required and application on website.  Local service providers assist people with disabilities in formulating and implementing an employment action plan.  

Very accessible.

13. VanEgmond & Associates -  Employment Counsellor
Phone: 905-985-1716

pam.vanegmond@sympatico.ca
My philosophy in working with people with any disability is “person first, disability second”.  Referrals are made to VanEgmond & Associates through Ontario Disability Employment Support.  Contracted by ODSP to provide employment services under their guidelines to clients.  This consists of employment planning, job readiness assistance, and job development and monitoring when employed

14. VanEgmond & Associates, Carole Duffin Job Coach
Phone: 905-434-8966

Under VanEgmond & Associates, Carole is subcontracted to work with people with disabilities.  As a Trainer with Frontier Computing, she has developed expertise in the use of adaptive technology, including JAWS, Kurzweil and Zoomtext.

Employment Sites in the United States
1. American Foundation for the Blind

http://afb.org
11 Penn Plaza, Suite 300, New York, NY 10001
Phone: 1-800-392-3305

This organization provides advocacy and publications relating to visual impairment, as well as a career centre, Career Connect, hosting listings in all job categories pursued by the visually impaired.  There is a chat line on employment-related issues with the opportunity to direct questions to people working in specific careers.  It also has an audio recording studio that provides books for the Library of Congress.

Very accessible.
2. eSight Careers Network

http://www.esightcareers.net
This site has articles discussing employment with a visual impairment, as well as a forum, a mailing list and job postings.

Very accessible.

3. Job Accommodation Network

http://www.jan.wvu.edu
PO Box 6080, Morgantown, WV 26506-6080

Phone (U.S.): 800-526-7234 Phone (Worldwide): 304-293-7186 

“JAN's mission is to facilitate the employment and retention of workers with disabilities by providing employers, employment providers, people with disabilities, … with information on job accommodations, self-employment and small business opportunities and related subjects.”  As well as articles and other publications, the site has information on the ADA Act and many disability links.

Very accessible.

4. Iowa Department for the Blind

http://www.blind.state.ia.us
524 Fourth Street, Des Moines, IA 50309-2364

Toll free in Iowa: 1-800-362-2587 FAX: 515-281-1263

Provides employment services within the state, and gives a list of jobs held by visually impaired Iowans, as well as other employment resources.  Also sells computer tutorials for visually impaired people.
Very accessible.

5. BLIND Inc.

http://www.blindinc.org
100 East 22nd St., Minneapolis, MN 55404

Phone: 612-872-0100 Toll Free: 1-800-597-9558 Fax: (612) 872-9358

This organization offers among its programs a comprehensive, nine-month life and employment skills training program designed for visually impaired adults.  It also has a career center that provides job shadowing, employment research and other services.  Training usually lasts from six to nine months, and is $3815/month, with residence fees of $1030/month.  Canadians may attend.
Very accessible.

B.  Training and Education – Canada and U.S.
1. TeleCampus Online Course Directory

http://courses.telecampus.edu/subjects/index.cfm
An extensive listing of online courses from around the world

Very accessible.

2. Hadley School for the Blind
www.hadley-school.org
700 Elm Street, Winnetka IL  60093-2554

Phone: 800-323-4238 Student Services: 800-526-9909 FAX: 847-446-0855

The Hadley School offers an adult continuing education program with courses in academic areas, Braille and other communication skills, technology, independent living and others.  There is also a high school program and a program for parents of visually impaired children.  Continuing education courses can be taken by correspondence.

Very accessible, with a course catalogue and much information.

3. Colorado Center for the Blind

http://www.cocenter.org
2233 West Shepperd Avenue, Littleton , CO   80120

Phone: 303-778-1130

This training center has programs for independent living, as well as a summer youth program, employment services and a customer service program.  Residential apartments are provided, and Canadians may attend.  Tuition is $3500/month.
Moderately accessible.

4. The National Statler Center for Careers in Hospitality Service

http://www.statlercenter.org
1160 Main Street, Buffalo, New York 14209

Phone: 716-882-5690 Fax: 716-882-5577

Training that provides those who are blind or visually impaired with the right tools for successful careers in a rapidly growing industry. Hotel operations, travel and tourism, hospitality, sales and marketing.

It will accept Canadians at no charge.
Very accessible.

5. Delaware Division for the Visually Impaired

http://www.state.de.us/dhss/dvi/dvihome.htm
1901 N. Du Pont Highway, Biggs Bldg., New Castle, DE 19720

Phone: 302-255-9800 FAX: 302-255-4441

This organization provides vocational training and adaptive technology evaluations.  Services may be available to Canadians.
Very accessible.

6. RISE Partners - Florida DBS Program

http://www.risepartners.com/html/florida.html
804 Landmark Drive, #118, Glen Burnie, MD 21061

Phone/TTY: 410-863-RISE Toll-Free: 888-788-RISE Fax: 410-863-7205

This is a semester-long training program for persons with disabilities trying to start their own business.  It also includes consultations to determine possible sources of funding.  Much of the course content is applicable to starting a business in Canada, and Canadians may attend.
Very accessible.

7. Lions World Services for the Blind

http://www.lwsb.org
2811 Fair Park /P.O. Box 4055, Little Rock, Arkansas 72214

Phone: 501-664-7100 Fax: 501-664-2743

This organization offers thirteen vocational training programs: five for jobs in the Internal Revenue Service, Bicycle Assembly and Repair, Clerical Skills, Horticulture,, Medical Transcriptionist, Small Business Management, Small Engine Repair,, Switchboard/Receptionist, and Word Processing.  Canadians may attend; training costs about $1500/month, and residence $1030/month.  Training takes approximately six months.

Very accessible.

8. Illinois Center for Rehabilitation and Education-Wood (ICRE-W)

http://www.dhs.state.il.us/ors/bbs
401 S Clinton St, Chicago, IL 60607

Phone: 1-800-843-6154 Fax: 1-800-447-6404

The Center provides a twelve-week vocational and independent living training program, along with residential facilities.

Very accessible.

9. Alabama Institute for the Deaf and Blind

http://aidb.org
Phone: 888-774-2335

Provides adult vocational training and residential accommodation; also allows students to get their GED equivalency.  Training is available to Canadians, at a cost of $3950/month.
Very accessible.

10. The Carroll Center for the Blind

http://www.carroll.org
770 Centre Street, Newton, MA 02458

Phone: 617-969-6200

Provides adults with rehabilitation, education (GED equivalency) and skills training (adaptive technology and independent living).  Training lasts twelve weeks, at $2800/week, including room and board.  Canadians may attend.
Very accessible.

11. The Clovernook Center

http://www.clovernook.org
7000 Hamilton Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45231-5297

Phone: 1-888-234-7156

This organization provides rehabilitation, education and employment, both in an on-site manufacturing center and by placing visually impaired people in the local job market.

Very accessible.

12. Helen Keller Services for the Blind

http://helenkeller.org
57 Willoughby Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201

Phone: 718-522-2122 Fax: 718-935-9463

The Center provides vocational training programs in clerical skills, customer service, telemarketing and medical and legal transcription; it also provides preparation for GED and college entrance.  Canadians may attend.
Very accessible.

13. Louisiana Center for the Blind

http://www.lcb-ruston.com
101 South Trenton Street, Ruston, LA, 71270 

Toll free: 1-800-234-4166

The Center offers adult programs and a career center.  Anyone can apply; the cost is $3200/month.  Residential accommodation is provided.  Canadians can enrol.
Very accessible, but not much information.

Guide Dog Schools in Canada and the United States

1. Canine Vision Canada

http://www.dogguides.com/programs/programs01.htm
Dog Guide Program, Lions Foundation of Canada

P.O. Box 907, Oakville, Ontario L6J 5E3

Phone: 905-842-2891

This program provides guide dogs and training to legally blind Canadians free of charge.

Very accessible.

2. Canadian Guide Dogs For The Blind

http://www.guidedogs.ca
P.O. Box 280, 4120 Rideau Valley Drive N., Manotick, Ontario K4M 1A3

Phone: 613-692-7777 Fax: 613-692-0650

A guide dog training program located near Ottawa.

Moderately accessible through link lists.
3. Guide Dog Schools

http://www.nfb.org/schools.htm
A comprehensive list of all guide dog schools in the U.S.

Very accessible.

C. Alternate Format Materials Providers in Canada

1. Amicus Web

http://amicus.collectionscanada.ca/aaweb/amilogine.htm
This branch of the National Library of Canada includes all alternate format holdings of Canadian producers; book listings can be accessed from the Advanced Search, and users must choose their desired format from a list.  However, while this site shows the location of items, it does not allow them to be borrowed directly, and host libraries must be contacted.

Very accessible.

2.  The CNIB Library

http://www.cnib.ca/library
Provides the most extensive collection of material in alternate formats in Canada.

Very accessible; the Digital Library section is especially valuable.

Has a list of other resources; they will find a text for clients from their centralized list of providers.

3. The W. Ross Macdonald School

http://home.primus.ca/~dswiderski/wrossmac.html
350 Brant Ave, Brantford, ON N3T 3J9

Phone: 519-759-0730 Fax: 519-759-4741 
This website provides links to the school’s alumni site and to their audio pages, and gives an extensive list of links.  

Very accessible
4. Ontario Audio Library Service

No website available.

1600 West Bank Drive, Po. Box 4800 Trent University, , Peterborough K9J7B8

Phone: 705-748-1383

Produces post-secondary material in DAISY format.  Holdings can be searched on Amicus, and ordered through college resource office.  

5. Pal-Reading Services Inc.

http://www.palreading.org
27 Carlton St. Suite 504, Toronto M5B1LZ
Phone: 416-340-7828 
This organization produces books and journal articles on tape at no cost.  The website gives a catalogue of their productions and other information.
Very accessible.
6. Alternate Format Material Service Resource Manual

http://library.queensu.ca/inforef/srs/manual.htm#Producers%20Used%20by%20WRMS
A manual for students and college contact persons describing the ordering process for alternate format materials; it also has a valuable list of text producers.

Very accessible.

7. Access 20/20

http://www.access2020.com
29 Indian Road, Nepean, Ontario K2G 1N7

Phone: 800-563-0668 Fax: 613-224-3480

This company produces Braille business cards, bills, statements and other small documents for businesses or individuals.

Moderately accessible.

8. Braille Jymico Inc., Transcription Braille

http://www.braillejymico.com
110, 51e Rue Est Charlesbourg, Quebec G1H 2J9

Phone: 418-624-0994 Fax: 418-624-0094

Email: braille.jymico@aniq.com

This company transcribes all manner of print material, including mathematics and music, into Braille for a fee.  Most of its work is done for post-secondary institutions.

Completely inaccessible.  However, modifications will be made in the summer to make the site more JAWS friendly.  In the interim, it is suggested that you contact this company by phone or by email.
9. Canadian and Institutes Library Services (CILS)

www.langara.bc.ca/cils
Langara Library, 100 West 49th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V5Y 2Z6

Phone: 604-323-5237 Fax: 604-323-5544

This organization records audio books for post-secondary students.  Its holdings can be found on its own website and on Amicus.
Very accessible.
10. Compu-Scribe

P.O. Box 61210 Kensington Postal Outlet, Calgary, Alberta T2N 4S6

E-mail: gczarboc@acs.ucalgary.ca
“From Book Files to Computer Files”—contact for more information.
11. Crane Resource Centre and Library

http://www.library.ubc.ca/home/access/crane.html
1874 East Mall, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, B.C. V6T 1Z1

Phone: 604-822-6111 Fax: 604-822-6113

The Library records textbooks in audio format and lends them to other institutions.

Very accessible, but vague; an improved site is coming soon.

12. OLLIS The On-Line Library and Information System

No website available.

OLLIS Project, 57 Louis Pasteur, Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario

Phone: 613-562-5800, extension 3323 Fax: 613-562-5124

An online library of university texts, whose website seems to be temporarily offline.

13. T-Base Communications

http://www.tbase.com
19 Main Street, Ottawa, Ontario, K1S 1A9

Phone: 613-236-0866 Fax: (613) 236-0484

This company provides alternate format documents for governments and corporations, and also provides textbooks.  Prices vary with the desired format, and are on a per page basis.

Very accessible.

E-text Producers

1. The Online books Page

http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu
Lists over twenty thousand freely available e-texts found on a large number of websites.  

Very accessible, although there are some links to page images of texts.

2. Project Gutenberg

http://www.gutenberg.net
Project Gutenberg has produced twelve thousand etexts so far, with new ones being added weekly.  All files are free and in plain text.  However, due to copyright restrictions, they only produce titles published before 1921.  Project Gutenberg of Australia (to which there is a link) produces later titles.

Very accessible.

3. Blackmask Online

http://www.blackmask.com/page.php?do=page
Another collection of freely available etexts; they are all in html and are easily accessible.

Very accessible.

4. Questia - The Online Library of Books and Journals
http://www.questia.com/Index.jsp?CRID=online_library&OFFID=se1&KEY=ebooks
A collection of over four hundred thousand online books and journals; a fee is charged for subscription.

Very accessible.

School Boards Lending Alternate Format Resources

1. Atlantic Provinces Special Education Authority

http://www.apsea.ca/index.htm
Voice/TTY: 902-424-7765 Fax: 902-424-5819
Provides educational resources, including textbooks, to Atlantic Provinces students up to 21 years of age.  Online materials include a guide to Windows short cut keys and an alternate format catalogue.  Texts may be borrowed through a teacher or contact person

Very accessible.

2. Blind/Visually Impaired Education, Manitoba

http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/ks4/blind/index.html
#215 - 1181 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg, MB  R3G 0T3

Phone: 204-945-7842 Toll Free:  1-800-282-8069; ext. 7838 or 7842 Fax:  204-948-2421 or 945-7914

This site has an online catalogue of alternate format resources, including material for post-secondary education.  There is an extensive list of textbook producers.  Texts may be borrowed through a contact person.
Moderately accessible.

3. Provincial Resource Centre for the Visually Impaired

http://www.prcvi.org
#106-1750 W.75th Ave, Vancouver BC V6P 6G2

Phone: 604-266-3699

An electronic collection of primary and high school textbooks accessible by password to B.C. teachers.  The catalogue is also accessible through Amicus.

Very accessible, although of limited use without the database, which can only be accessed with a password.  Books, including a limited number of etexts, may be borrowed through a contact person.
Alternate Format Materials Providers in the United States

1. American Printing House for the Blind

www.aph.org
1839 Frankfort Avenue, P.O. Box 6085, Louisville, Kentucky 40206-0085, U.S.A.

Phone: 502-895-2405 Toll-Free Customer Service: 800-223-1839 (U.S. and Canada) Fax: 502-899-2274

This organization offers a large collection of alternate format textbooks, software and other products; it also houses a database of American accessible media producers.  

Very accessible, although the catalogue is in .pdf and must be exported to text before being read.

2. Library Reproduction Service

http://www.lrs-largeprint.com/home.html
14214 S. Figueroa St, Los Angeles, CA 90061

Phone: 1-800-255-5002 FAX: 1-310-354-2601

A producer and repository of large print educational material.  A list of links is soon to be available.

Very accessible.

3. National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped

http://www.loc.gov/nls/index.html
1291 Taylor Street, NW, Washington, DC 20011

Toll-Free: 1-800-424-8567 FAX: 202-707-0712

A network of libraries providing alternate format materials and players free to U.S. residents; it also loans materials to the CNIB.

Very accessible.

4. Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic 

www.rfbd.org
National Headquarters, 20 Roszel Road, Princeton, NJ 08540

Phone: 866-RFBD-585 (866-732-3585)

This organization offers a large collection of audio books and players; membership is open to Canadians at a cost.

Very accessible
5. The Blind Readers’ Page

http://blindreaders.info/index.html
William Graczyk: webmaster@blindreaders.info
A site that provides links to accessible format resources, including libraries, alternate format producers, and online texts.  It also contains a list of links to information on visual impairment, and a wide variety of other related topics.

Very accessible.

6. National Braille Press

http://www.nbp.org
88 Saint Stephen Street,  Boston, MA 02115-4302

Offers a large collection of low-cost Braille books, including textbooks, with an online catalogue.

Very accessible.

D. Adaptive Technology and Training Sites in Canada

1. Assistive Devices Program

Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/english/public/program/adp/adp_mn.html
Describes the ADP Program, and gives requirements and forms.

Very accessible.

2. Frontier Computing

www.frontiercomputing.on.ca
2221 Yonge Street, Suite 406, Toronto, Ontario M4S 2B4

Phone: 416-489-6690 Toll Free: 1-888-480-0000 Fax: 416-489-6693

Provides  adaptive technology in the Greater Toronto Area; it also has an online catalogue, bulletin board and newsletter, with a list of related links. Training and help line available to customers.  Preferred vendor in Durham Region.
Very accessible.

3. Durham Region Vision Centre

www.drvc.net
Phone: 905-571-5020

Low vision and blind solutions, consulting and training for low vision, blind and deaf blind people in the Durham, Peterborough, Barrie to Kingston areas.  Provides ADP training.

4. Microcomputer Science Centre Inc.

http://www.microscience.on.ca
5288 General Road Unit 5, Mississauga ON L4W 1 Z8

Phone: 905-629-1654 Or 1-800-290-6563 Fax: 905-629-2321

This retail company provides a list of products grouped by disability, and some free downloads. The site is under construction.

5. Visuaide

http://www.visuaide.com/
4141, Yonge Street, suite 101, Toronto (Ontario) M2P 2A8

Phone: 416-221-6341 Fax: 416-221-6842

A Canadian distributor of adaptive technology.

The site is very accessible.

6. Whole Net Technology

http://www.wnt.ca
221 A Broadview Ave, Toronto ON M4M 2G3

Phone: 416-463-9018 Fax: 416-463-9013

This website provides an online product listing.

Moderately accessible; there are Runtime errors which make it less convenient and may obscure some information; there are also image map links.

7. Women Entrepeneurs in Advanced Technology (WEAtech)

http://www.interlog.com/~weatech/main.html
1468 Danforth Avenue, Toronto ON M4J 1 N4

Phone: 416-465-4115 Fax: 416-465-8295

This site gives a list of products sold, as well as describing their assistive devices program.

Moderately accessible.  Some of the products are represented as images.

8. ATTO: Assistive Technology Training Online

http://www.atto.buffalo.edu
Center for Assistive Technology, 515 Kimball Tower, Buffalo, New York 14214

Phone: 716-829-3141 Fax: 716-829-3217

Provides online training and tutorials for assistive technology software such as JAWS, and ZoomText, as well as for Word and other programs; it also has a list of links to other tutorial sites.

Very accessible.

Some Software Producers

1. Duxbury Systems, Braille Translation Software

http://www.duxburysystems.com
270 Littleton Rd., Unit 6, Westford, MA 01886-3523 USA

Phone: 1-978-692-3000 Fax: 1-978-692-7912

Makers of Duxbury and MegaDots, the most important Braille translation programs.

Very accessible.

2. Freedom Scientific

http://www.freedomscientific.com/#skip
11800 31st Court North, St. Petersburg, FL 33716-1805

Sales & Information Phone: 1-727-803-8000 (worldwide) Fax: 1-727-803-8001

Makers of JAWS, OpenBook, Magic, and other software ; also provides technical support.

Very accessible, with the latest downloads and updates.

3. Plantronics

http://www.plantronics.com/canada/en_US/index_flash.jhtml
Toll-Free Phone: 800-544-4660 Phone: 831-426-5858   Fax: 831-426-6098

Sells headsets that allow users to listen to the telephone and the computer simultaneously.

Moderately accessible.

4. Pulse Data International

http://www.pulsedata.com
175 Mason Circle, Concord, CA 94520

Phone : 800-722-3393 or 1-925-680-7100 Fax 1-925-681-4630
This company produces and sells low-vision magnification software, as well as the BrailleNote and VoiceNote.

Very accessible.

E. Advocacy Organizations in Canada

1. The Canadian National Institute for the Blind

www.cnib.ca
1929 Bayview Avenue, Toronto, ON M4G 3E8

Phone: 416-486-2500 fax: 416-480-7677

The CNIB is the most extensive Canadian organization dealing with the visually impaired; it offers a library, employment services and other accommodations.

Very accessible.

2. Canadian Council Of The Blind

http://www.ccbnational.net
401 - 396 Cooper St., Ottawa, ON  K2P 2H7, Canada

Phone: 613-567-0311 toll-free: 877-304-0968 fax: 613-567-2728

The Canadian Council of the Blind is a Canada-wide association of visually impaired people promoting social and consumer advocacy.  It also organises support groups and recreational activities.

Very accessible.  There are, however, some .pdf files.

3. Canadian National Society of the Deaf-Blind

http://www.cnsdb.ca
405-422 Willowdale Ave., North York, Ontario M2N 5B1, Canada

Fax: 416-223-0182

Advocates for better services for the deaf-blind, and for greater public awareness.  They will help to provide adaptive technology to deaf-blind Ontario residents.

Very accessible.

4. Family Alliance Ontario

http://family-alliance.com
Kinsmen Building, York University, 4700 Keele Street, North York, Ontario M3J 1T3

An advocacy group of people with disabilities and their families that fosters networking and the dissemination of information regarding the amendment of the Ontarians with Disabilities Act.  It includes articles on inclusive education.

Very accessible.

5. National Federation Of The Blind :Advocates For Equality (NFB:AE)

http://www.nfbae.ca
Suite 6-1638 Pandosy Street, Kelowna, BC V1Y 1P8

Toll Free: 1-800-561-4774 Fax: 250-862-3966

The NFB:AE is a consumer advocacy group, and an offshoot of the American National Federation for the Blind.  In addition, it offers mentorship programs and scholarships.

Very accessible.

6. Ontarians with Disabilities Act

http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/DBLaws/Statutes/English/01o32_e.htm
This site gives the 2001 Act and its amendments; it is guaranteed to be up-to-date.

Very accessible.

7. ARCH: A Legal Resource Centre for Persons with Disabilities

www.archlegalclinic.ca
425 Bloor Street East, Suite 110, Toronto, Ontario M4W 3R5

Phone: 416-482-8255 Toll Free: 866-482-ARCH (2724) Fax: 866-881-ARCF (2723)

This Toronto organization provides free legal advice and referrals for persons with disabilities.  However, it takes few cases itself.

Very accessible.

F. Other Sites of Interest to People Who Are Visually      Impaired

1. The Canadian National Institute for the Blind

www.cnib.ca
1929 Bayview Avenue, Toronto, ON M4G 3E8

Phone: 416-486-2500 fax: 416-480-7677

The most extensive Canadian organization dealing with the visually impaired; it offers a library, employment services and other accommodation.

Very accessible.

2. CNIB Durham District Office

http://www.cnib.ca/divisions/ontario/districts/durham.htm
1 Mary St. North, Unit D, Oshawa L1G 7W8

Phone: 905-436-7732 Fax: 905-436-1202

The local branch of the CNIB, with news, events and staff information.

Very accessible.

3. Enablelink.org

http://www.enablelink.org
A site that contains information and links concerning a variety of disability-related topics, including education and employment; it also features a free magazine, chat lines and message boards.  Although it is not strictly Canadian, there is much Canadian content.

Very accessible.

4. Inclusion Press

www.inclusion.com
24 Thome Crescent, Toronto, ON M6H 2S5 Canada

 Phone: 416-658-5363 Fax: 416-658-5067    
An organization dedicated to the inclusion of disabled children in schools; it has a list of resources and links, as well as a section for publications.  There are also online texts of workshop presentations and research papers.  The group is also involved in advocacy.  Literacy and education links are also available.

Very accessible.

5. Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille

http://www.inlb.qc.ca
1111, rue Saint-Charles ouest, Longueuil (Québec) J4K 5G4

Phone: 450-463-1710 Toll free: 1-800-361-7063 Fax: 450-463-0243

Provides services to the visually-impaired in Quebec, including employment counselling, mobility training and an extensive library, from which CNIB clients can borrow through interlibrary loans.

Very accessible.

6. National Educational Association of Disabled Students

www.neads.ca
Rm. 426, Unicentre, Carleton University, Ottawa, Ontario, K1S 5B6 

An organization of Canadian post-secondary students; it is primarily an advocacy group, but it also conducts research—one project attempting to increase the availability of print academic material—and has online employment resources and publications.

Very accessible.

7. Persons with Disabilities Online

http://www.pwd-online.ca/pwdhome.jsp?lang=en
The Government of Canada’s information site; contains a list of links on topics ranging from employment to education to housing, and a tool to help those with disabilities find the benefits for which they are eligible.

Very accessible.

8. Le Regroupement des aveugles et amplyopes du Québec

http://www.raaq.qc.ca
As well as describing services provided in Quebec, this site gives information on French Braille and a list of French links on visual impairment.

Very accessible, if no frames site is used.  French and English versions differ substantially.
9. ACB Radio

www.acbradio.org
support@acbradio.org

This site hosts a number of online radio stations operated by the visually impaired community, with news and discussion forums.

Very accessible.  The radio stations can be played on most computers without having to download new software.

10. Blindness-Related Emailing Lists

http://www.hicom.net/~oedipus/blist.html
An index of lists dealing with all aspects of visual impairment, and centering on adaptive technology.  Allows users to correspond with other visually impaired people.

Very accessible, though very large.

11. Canada411

http://www.canada411.ca
A comprehensive, Canada-wide telephone directory.

Very accessible.

12. Sight Connections: Accessible Internet Radio, Newspapers and Discussion Lists

http://www.sightconnections.com
Phone: 905-954-1542

A site with links to radio stations and newspapers worldwide.

Very accessible, with radio stations opening in separate windows.

13. Voice-Users Mailing List

http://voicerecognition.com/voice-users/
A message board for users of voice recognition software.

Very accessible.

14. 211 Toronto

www.211toronto.ca
A Metro Toronto list of resources not exclusive to visually impaired people.  This site lists social services organizations under a variety of topics; it also has an index for browsing.  

Very accessible.
15. Americans with Disabilities Act Home Page

http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/ada/adahom1.htm#Anchor-Federal-47857
This site gives the technical and accessibility guidelines of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Very accessible.

16. JFWLite

www.jfwlite.com
This site has a large number of JAWS-friendly programs, JFW scripts, helpful hints and JAWS tutorials, as well as a voice chat line for JAWS users.

Very accessible.

Vendors of Products for Visually Impaired People

1. Independent Living Aids, Inc.
CAN-DO(tm) Low Vision Products for Your Active Independent Life
http://www.independentliving.com/home.asp
PO Box 9022, Hicksville, NY 11802-9022

Phone: 1-800-537-2118

Sells a wide range of daily living products for people with visual impairments.

Very accessible.

2. LS&S, LLC - Products for the Visually Impaired & Hard of Hearing
http://www.lssproducts.com
P.O. Box 673, Northbrook, IL 60065

Phone: 1-800-468-4789

Sells products for the visually impaired and hard of hearing, including adaptive technology.

Very accessible.

3. Assisted Access-NFSS, Inc 
http://nfss.site.yahoo.net
P.O. Box 230 Lake Villa, IL 60046-0230

Phone: 800-950-9655 V or TTY / Fax 847-265-8044

Sells adaptive technology and daily living aids.

Very accessible.
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